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Deſcription of ſome Druidical | Remains on Harbo- 
rough Rocks, &c. in Derbyſhire. In a Letter from 


Major Rooke 79 the Rev. Mr. Norris, Secretary. 


Read at the Socixry or ANTlQyAR1ts, Nov. 6, 1788. 


REVEREND SIR, TR Woodbouſe, March 199 1788. 


YEING laſt ſummer on a viſit to my worthy friend Mr. 


riſh of Workſworth, he was ſo obliging as to ſhew me ſome cu- 


rious remains of Britiſh antiquities. I ſhall beg leave to trouble 


you with the deſcription of theſe and ſome others of the like na- 
ture, and, if thought worthy of being communicated to the So- 


ciety, muſt beg you will do me the honor to lay it before them, 
I am, with great regard, | 


. Dear 8 IR, 
Your moſt obedient, and 


| obliged humble ſervant, 
H. RO OK E. 


The caves we meet with at the foot of high craggs in many 


parts of the Peak, are undoubtedly very ar.cient, and were pro- 
bably temples. '* Mr. Bryant tells us that men repaired in the 


= firſt ages, either to the lonely ſummits of mountaius, or elſe 


A 8 to 


Gell of Hopton, in Derbyſhire, whoſe ſeat is in the pa- 


2 Deſeription of fame Druidical Remains 
« to caverus in the rocks, and hollows in the boſom of the earth, 
& which they thought were the reſidence of their Gods [a].“ 
The ſame learned author likewiſe ſays, that among the Per- 
« ſians moſt of the teniples were caverns in rocks, either, by 
nature, or artificially produced,” They had likewiſe Puratheia 
* or open temples, for the celebration of. the rites ; of Gre £2” 

The worſhip of the Sun is the moſt ancient; and in the pro- 
greſs it made to the north would of courſe arrive in Britain, 
where it was adopted by the Druids. | 

On the moors about a mile and half from Hopton, on a 
hill commanding” an extenſive view, is an aſſemblage of rocks, 
called Harborough Rocks, (Pl. XHI. fig. 1), reprefents that part 
of, them! in which. there i i1s,4.caye, marked (a). Near the entranee- 
at (5) is a ſeat cut in the rock. Fig. 2, is a plan of the cave, 
part, of which: ſeems to have been hollowed out by art. In. o 
corner at ( 09 is an aperture at the top. which is now 52 


filled vp by a large ſtone, that a appears to have fallen! iu. on 
the top of wie rocks, (Pl. XIII. fg. 3), are fore very ſin- 


gular Druidical monuments, never hitherto taken notice of: 
(a) is a rock cut in the ſhape of a great chair, height at the 
back 3. feet ro inches, the feat 3 feet deep; () is another view 
of the ſame chair. The ſtone (e) is 4 feet 6 inches high; near 
the top: is aſeat,, to which there are three ſteps; marked 1, 2, 3. 
the ſeat 1s 2 feet goo inches by 1: foot 3 inches. Near to this is ano- 


ther ftone (4), 4 febt hight, wicht a baſon on its top 1 foot dia- 
meter. At the Volro {BP the baſbn is a hole cut ſloping through- 


the” ftone at * er for. the purpoſe of _ out the 
water 
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on Harborough Rocks, 3» Mr. Rooxe. 2 


Another rock chair, which much reſembles this on Harborough 
Rocks, is on Stanton moor [e]. The engravings, El. XIII. fig. 4. 
repreſonts it in its preſent; ſituation; but I was told that about 
thirty years ago it ſtood- upright, ſupported by the two ſtones: 
(a and), and was one night thrown down by ſome miſchievous 
people; that it was called Thomas's chair, and ſuppoſed to be 
very ancient: this is the only traditional account I could get of 
it. Near to it is a fragment of a ſtone, Which appears: to have 
had a rock baſon on its top; the other part has been carried 
away by the maſon for building, which will ſoon be the fate of 
the reſt of the Druidical monuments on this moor. 

There is ſomething peculiar, and worthy of notice, in the ſitua- 
tion of this chair. It ſtands at the S. W. end of a littlo plain, at (a) in 
the plan (Pl. XIV. fig; 1.) about 167 ꝓaced yards in length, which. 
feems to have been formerly levelled, as it has a very different: 
appearance from any: other part of this-rugged moor. At'67 yards 
N. E. of the chair, towards the middle of the plain ſtands the 
the rock idol (50, called Andle-flone, as mentioned in a former 
paper [4], This I have ſince more accurately examined, and 
fiud there has been a circle of ſtones round it; the remains of 
four are now viſible, the reſt have been broken and carried off. 
Near the idol are two tumuli of earth and ſtones, (c) (4): 36 
yards in circumference... At the N. E. end at (e) are the remains 
of a large tumulus; another ſtands: on the W. ſide at (7). 
and a- ſmaller one (g), on the E. The whole of this level 
ſpot appears to have been incloſed with a bank of earth and. 
large ſtones. 6 | 


ſc] I ſhould not have omitzed this curious piece of antiquity i in my account 
ef the Druidical monuments on Stanton moor, which I had the honor to lay 
before the Society, could I then have been in of its antiquity. 

U] Archæologia, vol. VI. p. 100. N 


Doctor 


4 Deſcription of ſome Druidical Remains 


Doctor Borlaſe tells us, that this idolatry of worſhiping 
« rude ſtones ere may be reckoned to have infected much the 
«« oreateſt part of the world, eſpecially thoſe parts which had 
% any communication with Syria, Egypt, or Greece, and may 
« with equal reaſon be ſuppoſed to have occaſioned the erecting 
% many of thoſe large ſtones which are to be found in Britain, 
„where the ancient Phœnicians and Grecians had frequent re- 
« ſorts [e].” We find likewiſe, beſides tall ſtones erect, that. 
the ancients had ſtone deities of various ſhapes ; the Pheœni- 
«.cians' made the image of the ſun of one black ſtone, round 
at the bottom its top ending either in the es of a cone or 
«<.wedge[f]. 

This rock idol on Stanton moor olainly appears to have a co- 
nical ſhape, and it is not improbable but that it might have been 
intended for the image of the ſun. That it is an idol, there can- 
not be, I think, the leaſt doubt, and conſequently there is rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that this incloſed plain in which it ſtands was 
conſecrated to religious purpoſes. Another ſhaped rock, (ſee 
Pl. XIV. fig. 2), which I may venture to ſay is a rock idol, 
ſtands upon a little knoll about two hundred yards from Har- 
borough rocks. 

At the S. end of Hartle moor, which j Joins Stanton moor, is 
an aſſemblage of rocks, on a hill called Dutwoad Tor, (ſee Pl. XIV. 
fig. 3.) Near the top is a ſemicircular cavity ), 6 feet dia- 
meter, with a flat rock canopy (9 hanging over it. The cavity 
plainly appears to have been partly formed by art; round the 
edge at (c) are holes which ſeem to have been intended for rails. 
This receſs commands a very extenſive view, and the ſituation 
is well adapted to the ſuperſtitious rites of Wange, On the 


[e] Antiquities of Cornwall, chap. ii. p. 162. 
[ / J Ibid. d. 168, 


top 


on Harborough Rocks, by Mr. Rooks. 8 


top of this Tor are three rock baſons which plainly appear to 
have been cut with a tool, (Pl. XIV. fig. 4); the ſtone (a) is 21 
feet in length. 

A little to the eaſtward of this Tor are three Druid circles 
of ſtones, near to which the mill-ſtones were found, as men- 
tioned by the Rev. Mr. Pegge, in the 6th volume of the Ar- 
chæologia, p. 22. 

There is, I think, great reaſon to ſuppoſe that theſe rock- 
chairs were the occaſional ſeats of the officiating Druid, who 
being near the rock-baſon might conveniently conſult the 
pure water or ſnow collected therein. 

It is remarkable that theſe ſeats are no where to be met with 
but among Druidical remains: the rock baſons in particular ſeem 
to be connected with them. That curious ſtone called Cair's chair, 
in Cair's work, near Hatherſage, has a rock baſon cloſe to the 
ſeat, as mentioned in a former paper, which I had the honor to 
lay before the Society [g]. 

I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that no place affords a more 
ample field for the antiquary's inveſtigation than the unculti- 
vated parts of the Peak. There is hardly a crag, hill, or an aſſem- 
blage of rocks, where the remains of Britiſh or Roman antiqui- 
ties are not to be found. 


[2] Archæologia, vol. VII. p. 176. 


KN 


— — 


—— — — 
— _—— 


* 
* 
. 4 4 * > 
* [1 
* 
i 
* 
. 
. 
” ” 
- = 
6 " 
- 
0 " 
1 
: 
= * * 
v * 
. 
- 
1 
. 
p 
* 
* 
* - 
: 
* * 
” 
: 
0 
— 
* 
" 
- 
F. 
\ 0 
w 
3 
* 
5 


* 
* 
* 

" - CF? 2 Nel I 1 

. _ YT" Pore" "eZ " CEP 3 . +4 

N wax hf 4 4 n 2 ; or 4 ww 6 & =» 4 ry 5 1 Ss * * MILES ih, 8 4 » n * 

, y 1 1 1 „ * Tar eds wes , — - 
SY 5 * 1 - S BIR +»; 5 x 25 


